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1, TheExecutiveDirectorreeorunen,dsanallocationto Libyaof $33,000to

provide11.9millionfish-liver-oilcapsulesandcertainitemsof cookin&and

servingequipmentnot availablein Libya,the lackof whichhas hamperedthe

progressof the,UNICEW’-assistedschoolfeedingprogrammed The Boardhas

previouslyapproveda totalof $IL8,200 for this pro.gramlme(exclusiveof freight),

The planwas first approvedby the Boardin September195’4.;furtherfunds‘were

votedin April1957 (E/ICEF/L.1023)to assistin continuingschoolff.edingto

the end of the 19s8/J9 schoolyear,providingmilk and fish-liver-oilrationsto,

childrenthrough300 schools: 70,000childrenwere reachedin 1956/57; 80$000

are to be reachedin 1957/58 and 90,000 in 195’3/~9.

2, The Government~smatchingcoumitrnentfor the two schoolyears~1957/58 md

1958/59, willbe equivalentto US$840,000,thesefufidsbeingraisedifroma surtax

on importsestablishedspecifia~allyto financethis programing.

3. The prograrmnewas initiatedby the Governmentto combatwidespreadmal-

nutritionwhichhad seriouseffectson the healthand on the educationalattain-

mentsof schoolchildren. The presentrecolmiendationis based on the needfor

additionalfish-liver-oilcapsulesto raisethe rationfrom 30 capsulesper child

per year to 100 capsulesper childper year to meet gravedeficienciesof vitamin

A whichhavebeen emphasizedrepeatedlyin reportsof FAO nutritionists?Under
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the allocationapprovedin September1954 (E/ICEF/L.611),the Fund provided

pots for heatingandmixingmilk and pitchers,ladlesand cupsfor distributing

it, sinceinnost rural.axeasip Libya,provisionof such itemscouldnot be

made locallyand no government~fundscouldbe foreseento meet theseneeds.

The allocationrecommendedin thispaperincludes$4,000to providecookingand

servingequipmentfor addltio?aelschoolsto whichthe programme2B to be

extendedin the next two years.

Successof the progrsmme.—
4. The nutritionistamignedto thisprogramnebyF.’Mcompletedhis assignment

in December1956. His reportsindicatethat,duringthe initialtwo-yearperiod

of the programme,therewas remszkabledevelopmentof the schoolfeedingprogramme

despitethe obstaclesencounteredincludinginadequatefacilitiesend difficulties

of accesstomany of the ruralcommunities.A good adninis+n?ativeorganization

has been established.The progrsmmewas well acceptedby the peoplegenerally.

The numberof childrenattendingschoolshas increased; therehas been a signi-

ficantdeclinein the numberof sickd~s; and teachershave observeda steadily

increasingalertnessamongthe children. The schoolfeedingprogrmnmehas also

givena stimulusto the developmentof the date industryin whichFAO has been

assist~n~the Governmentsincedatesformpart of the Government’scontribution

to the isedingprogrmmne. .

Nutritioneducation,dietarysurveysand developmentof 10CSJ.foods—.
5. Duringthe initialperiodof thisfeedingprogrsmme,informatieuon food

suppliesand food customsin Libyahas been collectedby the TAO nutritionexpert,

whichwill serveas a basisfor developinga soundprogrmme of nutritioneduca-

tionin the schoolswith the expectationthat such a programmecouldgradually

be developedmore broadlyto improvenutritionconditionsgenerally.A number

of possibilitiesh-avebeen revealedfor developinglocalfoodsend foodproducts

whichwouldmake an importantcontributionto long-rangeimprovementsin nutrition

and in the economicdevelopmentof the country. Sune of thesefood development

/ 9**

.,

i -J



/
E/IcEF/L.llo6
E]]GLISH
Page3

possibilitieswill be studiedin detailby the food technologistbeingprovided

byFAO in the courseof 1958.
,> ,,

6, l?AOis also expectedto providea nutritionexpertfor the secondhalfof

1957. This expertwouldbe concerned,witha more detailedstudyof nutrition

conditions,includingthe initiationof dietarysurveysand the development..of

a programmeof educationin nutrition. Subjectto a formalrequestfromthe

Governmentfor his service’s,this expertwill be continuedin 1958.

The need for vitaminA

7* Ul\iICE’aid for the fii+sttwo yearsof this pro~rammeincludedthe provision

of fish-liver-oilcapsulesat the rate of 100 per childper year, This ration

‘ was subsequentlyreducedto 30 capsulesper childper year (E/ICl:F/L.1023),

pendingreportsof nutritionexpertswhich are now on file. Thesereports,from.

FAO andhHOj irdicatethatwhile ‘Itherewere no signsof unilateraldeficiency

of proteins~mineralsor vitaminsgivingrise to a classicalsyndromeof EM1-

nutrition(oedema,scorbut,rickets,pellagraetc~)..~~itnevertheless“manY

schoolchildrenpresenteddefinitesignsof vitaminA and riboflavindeficiencies’1.

The reportconcludedwith a recomnwndationthat 100 fish-liver-oilcapsules

shouldbe provided per childper year,distributionto be made orAalternatedays

duringthe periodOctoberto April.

UITICEFcommitments

8. UNICEFwouldprovidethe followingsuppliesto meet supplementaryrequire-

ments of the programmeto the end of the schoolyear 1958/59:

a)

b)

Fish-liver-oilcapsules,11,900,000

to increasethe rationfrom30 to 100
capsulesper childper year (para.7above)

Cookingand servingeauipment(para,d above) 4.000

Total suppliesand equipment 30;775

c) Freight 2,225_

Totalrecommendedallocation 33,000
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FAO participation— .. .._

9* As indicatedabove,FAO till providethe

the secondhalf of 1957,and dependentupon a

servicesof a nutritionexpertfor

formalrequestfrom the Government,

will continuethis assignmentin 1958. The assignmentofanFAO food technologist

in 1958will contributeto the developme~bof the overall nutritionprogramme,

Particularlyto the improvedproductionof ‘localfoods.

Governmentcommitmentsand matching

10. Governmentcommiunentsand matchingwill,continueas outlinedin previous

documentsto the Board,specificallyE/ICEF/L.1023,paragraphs17 and 18. The

Governmentwill providedailyrationsto schoolchildrenof dates,sugarand bread.

The matchingcostto the Government,as indicated above,will totalapproximately

the equivalentof US$840,000 for the next two schoolyears,1957/58aad 1958/59.

Thesefundsare raisedby the Government

exclusivelyfor the purposeof financing

from a surtaxon importedgocdsestablished

thisprograrcme.
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